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west to the Alleghanies. But these skirmishes and captures
(which the French have always called irregular) were not the
causes of the war, for England neither could nor would have
followed them up with regular warfare single-handed. Her
commerce would never have tolerated such a risk. What
determined the affair was a master-stroke of English diplomacy,
always to be set in contrast to that great blunder in French
diplomacy which had taken place fourteen years before.
The growing power of Prussia, which became so clear in the
last war (that of the Austrian Succession), when she acted as the
ally of France, had alarmed the Empress of Russia, Prussia's
neighbour. The English Government approached the Empress
of Russia for an alliance; they then communicated to Prussia
the fact that they were acting thus, which was as much as to
say, "Either join with us in the coming struggle, or find yourself
caught between English sea-power, Hanoverian action" on the
Continent, that of anyone else we may subsidize on the other
side, and the Russian armies to the east of you." Frederick
the Great grasped the position at once; he offered his alliance to
England without giving the French, to whom he was still allied,
any warning; and this understanding, drawn up in the Treaty
of Westminster on January 16, 1756, was the beginning of all
that followed. English diplomacy had won the war before it
began.
The French were moved, rather slowly, to do what they ought
to have done years before—to change their whole diplomatic
tradition and ally themselves with Austria in order to meet the
Prussian menace. By this alliance there appeared more dis-
tinctly what has since been an underlying main fact in European
affairs—the line of cleavage between the Catholic culture and
the Protestant. Berlin and London were the two foci of the
Protestant culture in Europe; Vienna and Paris of the Catholic.
The Austrian alliance was not, however, due to the foresight
of the French diplomatists; it was due to the eagerness of Maria
Theresa's ministers to have support against Prussia. They had
been angling for it long before England and Prussia had joined
together, for they could never get over the violent seizure of
Silesia by Frederick. The French were hard to persuade (though
their King, Louis XV, as usual, saw things clearly), for there
was a very strong body of highly educated opinion in France,
including the most effective writers (who were already leading
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